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BlazeNotes is a monthly publication of the BlazeSports Institute  
for Applied Science (BIAS) designed to provide new and emerging information  

on disability sport, physical activity and healthy lifestyles. 
 

Submit your success stories, resources, and trainings for next month’s newsletter  
by June 18, 2010.  Send to jjones@blazesports.org 

 
News and Information  
Resources and Tools  
Policy Issues   
Conferences and Training Opportunities  
 
News and Information  
 
 
2010 Team USA Boccia Competes at the World Championships in Portugal 
 
TEAM USA is headed for the 2010 World Boccia Championships in Lisbon, Portugal, May 29 
- June 10. Athletes and staff were selected by the BlazeSports Boccia selection committee. 
Representing BlazeSports and Team USA are: 
 
ATHLETES -   Austin Hanson, Topeka, KS;  Lee Lobmeyer, Topeka, KS;  Sam Williams, 
Elmhurst, IL ;  Timothy (TJ) Hawker, Toledo, OH; Andy Olivarez, Topeka, KS;  Brigid  Mason, 
Naperville, IL;  Jennifer Jay, Pinellas Park, FL 
 
COACHING STAFF-   Gary Barraclough, Pairs Sport Assistant;  Bruce Ashby, Pairs Sport 
Assistant ;  Cathy Drobny, Pairs Sport Assistant;  Terri McMillan, Coach of Team;  Mark 
McMillan, Coach of Team; Kathy Brinker, Head Coach and Coach of Pairs;  Marybeth Jones, 
Team Manager  
 
BlazeSports America is the coordinating body in the United States for the sport of boccia and 
football 7aside (soccer) and the nation's representative for Cerebral Palsy International Sport and 
Recreation Association (CPISRA). Stay up-to-date through Team USA Boccia website and blog 
or through twitter at http://www.twitter.com/teamusaboccia. 

GOOD LUCK TEAM USA! 
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BlazeSports World Wide delegation travels to Haiti – The Trip Ends and the 
Partnership Begins:  Read BWW Blog 
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From Day 6 Blog…”Finally, at the trip’s conclusion BlazeSports America and NPC Haiti 
formalized their relationship by signing a memorandum of cooperation to reinforce the positive 
work that had been accomplished this week. This trip may be over, but the joint efforts of our two 
organizations are just beginning.”. 
 
http://www.blazesports.org/bww/ 
 
 
 
 
Registration Deadline June 11 for 2010 BlazeSports America National Boccia 
Championships. 
 

                                     
 
BlazeSports America is excited to report that plans are well underway for the 2010 BlazeSports 
America National Boccia Championships thanks to the efforts of the Chicago Park District and 
World Sport Chicago. The registration deadline is June 11. Entry packets are now available. 
Contact Jeff Jones at jjones@blazesports.org for a packet. 
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2010 Wheelchair Fencing National Championships, Atlanta, GA July 4-6 
 
The US Fencing Association will host the 2010 Wheelchair Fencing National Championships in 
Atlanta, July 4-6.  Men and women from across the US, including former Paralympic and World 
Team members, will compete in Foil, Epee and Sabre events.   On July 3, a training camp will be 
held in the venue at the Georgia World Congress Center.  Persons interested in learning more 
about this Paralympic Sport, are welcome to stop by.  Spectator admission is free.  
For more information, contact Gary van der Wege at: wedge@austin.rr.com. 
  

DAAA and Michigan State University to Host 2013 World Dwarf Games 

The DAAA Board of Directors announced early this month that the Dwarf Athletic Association 
of America (DAAA) will be the host for the 2013 World Dwarf Games. The 2013 World Games 
will be held at Michigan State University from August 3rd through August 12th, 2013. DAAA is 
particularly excited to host the World Games in Lansing, Michigan, as the Lansing area was host 
to the first DAAA National Games in 1985. Michigan State University is known for their athletic 
facilities and serves as host to many international sporting events throughout each year. 

More than 400 athletes from nearly 20 countries will participate in the 6th World Dwarf 
Games.  Any short-statured US athlete who is eligible for competition in DAAA events is 
eligible to compete in the World Dwarf Games. The Games will include the following sports :   
Track and Field, Swimming, Basketball, Soccer, Power Lifting, Badminton, Table 
Tennis,  and Boccia . In addition, several other sports will be announced in the future. 

 In the near future, a section of DAAA's website will be committed to the 2013 World Dwarf 
Games effort. Please be sure to check out their website (www.daaa.org) for additional 
information on the World Games and other sporting events for short-statured athletes around the 
world. 

Portland State University Hiring for Adaptive Recreation and Community 
Service Coordinator – I would delete this  
 
Portland State University is hiring a full-time Adaptive Recreation and Community Service 
Coordinator for Campus Recreation.  The Adaptive Recreation and Community Service 
Coordinator will adapt existing activities and services to provide access for all rec center 
members, provide direct one on one service to individuals with disabilities and create new 
activities and programs; this person will also coordinate a minimum of four annual department-
wide community service events. 
 
TO APPLY: Application screening will begin on May 26 until finalists are identified.  
Anticipated start date is July 30, 2010.  View complete position description and application 
procedures at http://www.pdx.edu/hr/faculty_administrative_openings 
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Resources and Tools  
 
BlazeSports TV – Professional Development Opportunities for you and your 
staff  
BlazeSports TV features disability sport coaching and training videos and interesting and cutting 
edge interviews with Paralympic sport leaders from around the world and international 
Paralympic sport .  If you missed one of BlazeSports’ webinars, they are all archived on 
BlazeSports TV for future training.   
www.blazesports.tv 
 

Featured Videos 
Coaching Track and Field with Chris Cohen 
Interview with Alan Dickson, President of CPISRA, Trends in CP Sport 
 

 
BlazeSports Active for Life Toolkit 
This innovative and one-of-a-kind product consists of a how-to guide, a toolbox and 
BlazeSports activity cards to develop a disability sport program or enhance an existing one. 

 
The comprehensive how-to guide provides background 
information and practical information on the building blocks of 
sport and recreation programs and the nuts and bolts of starting 
and sustaining a sport and recreation program for individuals 
with physical disability 
 
The toolbox contains myriad supporting materials referenced in 
the Active for Life Guide and a series of CD’s that include 

videos and manuals, developed by BlazeSports, on a variety of disability sports and related 
information to local program development. 

The Active for Life Activity Cards  are hands-on illustrated activity cards in the sports of 
wheelchair tennis, boccia, and wheelchair basketball. The Activity Cards compliment other 
suggested programmatic activities discussed in the Guide. These activity cards are ready-to use 
in programs and provide step-by-step instruction for various sport drills. 

If you are interested in ordering a copy, please contact Jeff Jones at 
jjones@blazesports.org. 
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Policy Issues   
 
White House Releases Action Plan to Address Childhood Obesity  - 
BlazeSports Featured 
 
The White House Task Force on Childhood Obesity was established to develop and implement 
an interagency plan that has a coordinated strategy, identifies key benchmarks, and outlines an 
action plan to end the problem of childhood obesity. The action plan defines the goal of ending 
childhood obesity as returning to a childhood obesity rate of just 5 percent by 2030, which was 
the rate before childhood obesity first began to rise in the late 1970s. In total, the report presents 
a series of 70 specific recommendations, many of which can be implemented right away.   
 
Highlighting the importance of physical activity for children with disabilities in this national 
action plan is a major milestone.  BlazeSports is featured as a community resource for engaging 
young people with disabilities in physical activity in the "Increasing Physical Activity" section of 
the report.  You can read the full report at 
http://www.letsmove.gov/taskforce_childhoodobesityrpt.html 
  
FIT Kids Act Passes U.S. House of Representatives 
 
The Fitness Integrated with Teaching Kids Act (FIT Kids Act) (HR 1585) introduced by 
Representatives Ron Kind (D-WI), Zach Wamp (R-TN) and Jay Inslee (D-WA); and in the U.S. 
Senate  by Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) passed the House of Representatives on April 21st. If 
enacted, the FIT Kids Act would amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act to ensure 
that all public school children through grade 12 receive quality physical education and important 
health and nutritional information. The bill also requires the U.S. Department of Education to 
examine and make recommendations regarding efforts to encourage the participation of students 
with disabilities in physical education programs and the types of accommodations used to 
increase their participation. 
 
Heumann Named U.S. Department of State Special Advisor for International 
Disability Rights 
Judith Heumann, an international leader in the disability rights movement will be joining the 
U.S. Department of State as their Special Advisor for International Disability Rights.  This 
position was announced last summer, when President Obama and Secretary Clinton declared that 
the United States would sign the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).  
Heumann will assume her new position at the Department of State on June 7, 2010. �
  �
Previously, Heumann was the Advisor on Disability and Development for the World Bank from 
2002 - 2006, and served as President Clinton's Assistant Secretary for the Office of Special 
Education and Rehabilitative Services from 1993 -2001.  She was a cofounder of the World 
Institute on Disability in Oakland, California, and served there from 1982 -1993.  She was also a 
cofounder of the Berkeley Center for Independent Living, serving as their Deputy Director from 
1975 - 1981.�
 �
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Conferences and Training Opportunities  
 
 
ACSM Annual Meeting, June 2-5, 2010, Baltimore, Maryland 
ACSM's 57th Annual Meeting connects you with a wealth of distinguished experts in the fields 
of basic and applied science, education, medicine, research, public health, health and fitness and 
sports performance, and exposes you to cutting-edge research, hands-on workshops, highlighted 
symposia, and keynote speakers.  
 
Held in conjunction with the Annual Meeting, the World Congress on Exercise is Medicine will 
be a unique international forum that addresses the science, practice, public health, and policy 
aspects of the impact physical activity has on disease prevention and health promotion.  
 
For information, go to: 
http://www.acsm.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Annual_Meeting2 
 
14th National ADA Symposium - A New Recreation Track, June 20-23, 2010, 
Denver, Colorado 
 
New Recreation Tracks: 

·  Recreation Guidelines  
·  Accessibility Play Area Guidelines  
·  Beaches, Trails, & Outdoor Developed Area Guidelines  
·  Accessible Resort & Vacation Destinations  
·  Strategies for Inclusive Outdoor Adventures  
·  Assessing & Evaluating Outdoor Recreation 

For more information, go to: www.adasymposium.org 
 
37th Spina Bifida National Conference: Leading the Way to the Future, June 
27-30, 2010, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Children and adults with Spina Bifida, their families, physicians, nurses, and other clinicians 
have the unique opportunity to gain information on the latest medical care and network on 
various issues which affect their lives and professions. 

For information, go to: 
http://conference.spinabifidaassociation.org/site/c.qkI1KgMTIrF/b.5591643/k.BDE2/Home.htm 
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Webinar: Seizure Management Series 2010, Tues July 20, 7:00-9:30 PM EST 
 
Part II:  DIASTAT as Treatment for Acute Seizures 
Distinguished Faculty:  Steven M. Wolf, MD & Patricia E. McGoldrick, CPNP, 
Beth Israel Medical Center, NY  
Register by logging on to:  http://eparent.webex.com  Click on “Events Center” tab on top of 
page. 
 
USATF Level 2 School - Youth Specialization, August 1-5, Sacramento, 
California 
USA Track & Field (USATF) Coaching Education, presented by Gill Athletics, will offer the 
inaugural Youth Level 2 School immediately following the USATF National Junior Olympic 
Track & Field Championships this summer.  

Available to: Youth T&F and/or junior and senior high school coaches who have completed a 
Level 1 School or Developmental Coach Program prior to April 30th. 

Dates:       Sunday-Thursday, August 1-5, 2010 
Location:  Lions Gate Hotel in Sacramento, California 

Description:  The USATF Coaching Education Level 2-Youth Specialization program is 
designed to address the needs of coaches who want an advanced course of coaching the youth 
athlete to their full potential. The Level 2 Youth Specialization program covers advanced sport 
science curriculum in four broad event areas with special attention given to the unique 
methodology needed to supervise the developing young athlete.  The Youth coach will get 
training in the areas of growth and development, nutrition, training theory, sport psychology, and 
event specific sport science for the youth athlete.  The residential school consists of 4.5 days of 
intense classroom and on the field training.  

Featured Presenter:  One of the United States' most accomplished coaches and teachers: Dr. 
Joe Vigil on the 'Art of Coaching'. 

Benefits:  
Recognition as a USATF Level 2-Youth Specialization Coach 
Curriculum books covering sport science and individual events 
specialized knowledge in the unique aspects of elite youth athletes 
Alumni status for future Level 2 schools  
 
Website for complete information and application: 
http://www.usatf.org/groups/Coaches/education/level2Youth.asp 

 
The Amputee Coalition of America 2010 National Conference, August 26-29, 
2010, Irvine, CA 
To become registered to access the ACA National Conference Discussion Forum please contact 
Karilyn Klipple at 888/267-5669, ext 8102 or kklipple@amputee-coalition.org  
 
If you need help or additional information about the conference call ACA toll-free 888-267-5669 
or for more information, go to: https://www.expotracshows.com/aca/2010/ 
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